
​Fasting & Prayer Guide 2026​
​Greetings, CLC Family,​
​Thank you so much for joining us in our 2026 10-day Fast. We believe the Lord is leading us in this​
​direction this year to help us make every exchange we need to make to release what our carnal​
​nature desires to hold on to and receive what God has ordained for us to have, be and do.​

​OVERVIEW​
​We are of course basing our time of fasting on the Daniel fast found in Daniel chapter 1. After​
​King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem, he had brought to him the best and the finest of​
​Israel’s young men, those astute in the matters of wisdom and understanding as well as being​
​physically attractive. These young men were to be trained for three years to serve before the​
​king. Among these Israelites were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (better known as​
​Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshech and Abed-Nego respectively). As part of the king’s care for​
​these new elite servants, they were each to be fed the king’s meat and wine.​​Daniel, however,​
​refused to defile himself with the king’s meat and requested to only be served vegetables and​
​water for 10 days. He then contested that the steward over the Israelite slaves would examine​
​them to see that their condition after those 10 days would fare better than those that ate the​
​king’s meat. And so it was. Not only was the appearance of Daniel and those that fasted 10 days​
​brighter than the others, but their wisdom, understanding and skill was found to be 10 times​
​greater than that of those who ate the king’s meat.​

​This is where we get the dietary and spiritual portion of our 2026 fast. We are committing to​
​eliminate physical meat from our diet and to eat only vegetables and water for 10 days.​​In​



​addition to these dietary restrictions, we are also urging everyone to commit to a more spiritual​
​fast refraining from media sources such as TV, movies, social media and other informational​
​content that contains more worldly culture and its ideals.​

​Instead of feasting on these informational outlets, we are asking everyone to spend greater time​
​in the Word of God spending more time in His presence. In doing this, we are in a spiritual sense​
​refraining from defiling ourselves with the “king’s meat”, or this world's informational content.​
​Our prayer is that just as Daniel and his Israelite companions ended those 10 days being more​
​nourished physically and more endowed with wisdom and understanding, we too will​​reflect a​
​greater glory of God both physically and spiritually.​

​FASTING FROM THE BOOK OF DANIEL:​
​Daniel and his friends practiced what is known as a partial fast. For ten days they ate only​
​vegetables (which can be understood as foods grown from seeds - grains, fruits, vegetables,​
​legumes), and drank only water in order to honor God and to be set apart for God’s purposes​
​(Dan. 1:12). Later in the book we see that Daniel abstained from eating meat, wine, and​
​delicacies for three weeks (Daniel 10:2–3).​

​HOW DOES THIS PERTAIN TO OUR FAST?​
​For our 10-day fast, we as a church are setting our hearts on abiding in Christ, listening for His​
​voice, and contending for Him to reveal His glory. Our prayer together is that God would show us​
​how truly good and satisfying He is. By fasting from food, we are laying down our cravings and​
​appetites in surrender to God, running to Jesus as the only one who can truly satisfy. In this way,​
​we order our lives around Him—our hunger serves us, we do not serve our hunger. As we pursue​
​loving Jesus with heart, soul, mind, and strength, let's ask Him every day to reveal to us where​
​He is calling us to resist the impulses of modern-day Babylon.​

​BIBLICAL FASTING:​
​Generally speaking, there are several reasons why fasting is beneficial to our spiritual walk with​
​God. Below are 10 benefits listed from thenivbible.com. Each one will provide a focus for each​
​day of our time of fasting along with supporting passages.​

​Throughout the Bible we most often find God’s people turn to fasting as the natural, inevitable​
​response to a grievous sacred moment in life, such as death, sin and tragedy. But other times a​
​fast is not a spontaneous reaction and we have time to prepare to respond both physically and​
​spiritually.​

​Fasting is not an end unto itself, but a means of focusing our minds and bodies for a spiritual​
​reason. Whenever you fast, do so for a reason that is mentioned or modeled in the Bible.​
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​LISTED HERE ARE 10 REASONS FOR BIBLICAL FASTING:​

​1. To Strengthen Prayer (e.g., see​​Ezra 8:23​​)​
​Numerous incidents in the Old Testament connect​
​fasting to prayer, especially intercessory prayer.​
​Fasting does not change whether God hears our​
​prayers, but it can change our praying. As Arthur​
​Wallis says, “Fasting is calculated to bring a note of​
​urgency and importunity into our praying, and to​
​give force to our pleading in the court of​​heaven​​.”²​

​2. To Seek God’s Guidance (e.g., see​​Judges​
​20:26​​)​
​As with prayer, fasting to seek God’s guidance isn’t​
​done to change God but to make us more receptive​
​to his guidance.​

​3. To Express Grief (e.g., see​​1 Samuel 31:13​​)​
​Expressing grief is one of the primary reasons for​
​fasting. Ever notice that when you’re moved to tears​
​by grief you lose the urge to eat? When we grieve,​
​our family and friends often have to plead with us to​
​eat because our body’s appropriate response to grief​
​is to fast. A prime example occurs in​​2 Samuel 1:12​​,​
​where David and his men are described as having​
​“mourned and wept and fasted till evening” for​
​their friends, their enemies and their nation.​

​4. To Seek Deliverance and/or Protection (e.g.,​
​see​​2 Chronicles 20:3 – 4​​)​
​Another common reason for fasting in the Old​
​Testament was to seek deliverance from enemies​
​or circumstances. In Scripture, this type of fast is​
​generally carried out with other believers.​

​5. To Express Repentance and a return to God​
​(e.g., see​​1 Samuel 7:6​​)​
​This type of fasting helps us to express grief over our​
​sins and shows our seriousness about returning to​
​the path of godly obedience.​

​6​​. To humble oneself before God (e.g., see​​1​
​Kings 21:27 – 29​​)​
​“Remember that fasting itself is not humility​
​before God,” reminds Donald Whitney, “but should​
​be an expression of humility.”³​

​7.​​To express concern for the work of God (e.g.,​
​see​​Nehemiah 1:3 – 4​​)​
​As with Nehemiah, fasting can be a tangible sign of​
​our concern over a particular work God is doing.​

​8. To minister to the needs of others (e.g., see​
​Isaiah 58:3 – 7​​)​
​We can use time we’d normally spend eating to​
​fast and minister to others.​

​9. To overcome temptation and dedicate yourself​
​to God (see​​Matthew 4:1 – 11​​)​
​Fasting can help us focus when we are struggling​
​with particular temptations.​

​10. To express love and worship for God (e.g.,​
​see​​Luke 2:37​​)​
​Fasting can show, as John Piper says, that “what​
​we hunger for most, we worship.”⁴​

​Themes from the Book of Daniel:​
​1. Faithfulness in persecution​
​2. Faithful prayer​
​3. Spiritual warfare​
​4. The Antichrist​
​5. Evil will not ultimately prevail or last forever.​
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​Date and Author:​
​Since ancient times, Daniel has been accepted as an authentic part of the Jewish canon of Scripture,​
​and by Jesus (who called Daniel a “prophet”), the early church, and the Church Fathers. Many modern​
​scholars see Daniel’s visions were “pseudo‐prophecies” circulated in Daniel’s name around 168 to 165 BC​
​to encourage the Jews who were suffering greatly under the persecutions of Antiochus IV Epiphanes​
​(175‐163 BC). In spite of arguments to the contrary, an excellent case can be made for a sixth century​
​dating of the Book of Daniel. The Book of Daniel seems to have been written in Babylon by Daniel near​
​the end of his life, about 530 BC – or compiled in Babylon from Daniel’s writings by his disciples shortly​
​thereafter.  See “The Case for a Sixth Century Dating of Daniel”.​

​Define- Apocalyptic​
​Dreams and visions in Daniel belong to the genre of prophecy termed “apocalyptic, characterized by rich​
​symbolism, a deterministic view, and a violent in‐breaking by God to establish his kingdom. See Zechariah​
​and parts of Ezekiel in the Old Testament and Revelation in the New Testament.​

​Structure and Language​
​The first six chapters consist primarily of stories about how Daniel and his friends adapted to life in the​
​Babylonian court (scholars call these “court tales”), including the great faith with which they handled​
​persecu‐ tion. The final six chapters consist of apocalyptic visions given to Daniel, several related to​
​future persecution facing the Jews during the intertestamental period, and a couple that look forward to​
​the Last Days. Though the Old Testament is written in Hebrew, Daniel has a section written in Aramaic​
​section (2:4 to 7:28).​

​History of Interpretation​
​Over the last two millennia, the Book of Daniel has been subject to literally hundreds of interpretations.​
​In light of the many ways that God‐fearing people have understood Daniel’s prophecies, it’s important for​
​us to be humble as we seek to interpret it ‐‐ and loving (1 Corinthians 13:1).​

​Double Fulfillment of Prophecy​
​Direct fulfillment​​. -Many of Daniel’s prophecies have a direct historical fulfillment (chapters 4 and​

​5). Howev‐ er, the fulfillment of some of Daniel’s prophecies still appear to be in the future.​
​Double Fulfillment.​​We also see prophecies that seem to have a double fulfillment, with an initial​

​fulfillment, and then a later and final fulfillment. Example: Antiochus Epiphanes (the type) and the​
​Antichrist (the antitype). Prophets sometimes see events through the context of events near to his own​
​time, as if they were part of a mountain range visible beyond one close by, with no indication of the​
​distance between the near and the far.​
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​Historical Context​
​As a young man, Daniel was exiled or deported to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (605‐562 BC) in 605 BC​
​along with a number of other youths from royal or noble families to be trained to serve in the king’s​
​palace in Babylon. He served as a “wise man” (2:12) for about 60 years at the top rung of pagan​
​governments without compromising his relationship to God. After Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 BC, he was​
​followed briefly by three Babylonian kings from 562 to 556 BC. Then Nabonidus (556‐539 BC) took the​
​throne and reigned as the last of the Neo‐Babylonian kings. His son Belshazzar served as co‐regent from​
​about 553 to 539 BC.​

​Babylon was captured without much resistance by the Medo‐Persian army under Cyrus II (“the Great”),​
​who reigned 559‐530 BC over the Persian (and later the Medo‐Persian) Empire. Darius the Mede (5:31;​
​chapter 6; 9:1; and 11:1) is probably another name for Gubaru, an Assyrian governor of Babylon.​

​Daniel is considered one of the most righteous men in history – placed by God alongside Noah and Job in​
​Ezekiel 14:14‐20. Jesus referred to him as a prophet (Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14).​

​The Abomination of Desolation​
​Daniel prophesies concerning the Babylonian, Medo‐Persian, and Roman Empires, to be finally destroyed​
​by the Kingdom of God. To understand some of Daniel’s visions, you must be aware that in 168‐165 BC,​
​Antiochus IV Epiphanes attacked Jerusalem, slaughtered its inhabitants, and replaced worship of Yahweh​
​with the worship of Greek gods, setting up an “abomination of desolation” in the temple and sacrificing​
​pigs on the altar. In 165 BC, members of a priestly family, led by Judas Maccabeus, rallied the Jews,​
​fought a series of successful battles, and freed their land from Greek rule. You can read this exciting story​
​in 1 and 2 Maccabees, two books in the Apocrypha​
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​DAY 1 - JANUARY 8, 2026​
​Tools:​
​1. Michiana Prays Guide​
​2. Four Hebrew Youths in Babylon (Daniel 1)​
​3. Nebuchadnezzarʹs Dream and Danielʹs Interpretation (Daniel 2)​
​4. The Fiery Furnace and the Lionsʹ Den (Daniel 3 and 6)​
​5. Humbling the Proud (Daniel 4 and 5)​
​6. Four Beasts and the Son of Man (Daniel 7)​
​7. A Vision and a Mighty Prayer (Daniel 8 and 9:1‐19)​
​8. Danielʹs Vision of the Seventy Weeks (Daniel 9:20‐27)​
​9. The Kings of the North and the South (Daniel 10:1‐11:35)​
​10. Antichrist, Resurrection, and the Last Days (Daniel 11:36‐12:13)​
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​DAY 2 - JANUARY 9, 2026​
​Four Hebrew Youths in Babylon (Daniel 1)​

​In 609 BC, King Josiah (640‐609 BC) had just been killed in a battle with Pharaoh Neco of Egypt, a​
​regional power that seeks to control the cities of Palestine and Judah. Josiah’s successor, Jehoahaz, reigns​
​only three months until Pharaoh Neco removes him (2 Kings 23:30‐32), and replaces him with his brother​
​Jehoiakim, who becomes a vassal of Egypt (2 Kings 23:34).​

​But Pharaoh Neco’s influence in Judah is short‐lived. Nebuchadnezzar, general of the armies of​
​Babylon, defeats the combined forces of Egypt and what is left of Assyria in the Battle of Carchemish in​
​605 BC, signaling the end of Assyrian might and Egyptian intervention. Nebuchadnezzar II then succeeds​
​his father as king of Babylon and reigns 605‐562 BC.​

​To consolidate his victory over Egypt, Nebuchadnezzar sends his troops south into Syria and Palestine to​
​end Egyptian control of that region. Whether he actually besieges  Jerusalem with his massive army, or​
​only threatens to do so, is unclear. The bottom line is that Jerusalem seems to have surrendered to​
​Nebuchadnezzar with minimal resistance. Jehoiakim now switches allegiance from Egypt to Babylon and​
​becomes Babylon’s vassal.​

​This is the first of three waves of exiles deported from Judah to Babylon. This first group includes​
​Daniel and his friends (1:1). Jehoiakim also begins giving tribute to Nebuchadnezzar in 605 BC (2 Kings​
​24:1). Babylonian troops remain in the area, invading Syria in 604, Ashkelon in 603, and clash with Pharaoh​
​Neco on the borders of Egypt in 601.​

​Q1. (Daniel 1:1‐5)​​Have you ever made a rapid transition between your customary culture and a new and​
​radically different culture? What did it feel like? Were you able to take your faith with you, or did it fade​
​to the background during this time?​
​Q2. (Daniel 1:1‐7)​​What changes did Daniel and his friends experience? What was their status in​
​Jerusalem? In Babylon? What do you think was the effect of changing their names to Babylonian names?​
​What impact might it have on them to be made eunuchs? Did they make compromises? If so, why?​
​Q3. (Daniel 1:8‐10​​) Why do you think Daniel took a stand concerning being defiled by the king’s food and​
​wine? How do you think eating the king’s food would cause defilement to Daniel’s conscience? What does​
​this tell you about Daniel?​
​Q4. (Daniel 1:8‐16)​​What is Daniel’s first approach to eat a different diet? What does he do when his first​
​attempt failed? What is his demeanor towards those over him? In what ways do you think God affects the​
​outcome of Daniel’s request?​

​Lessons for Disciples:​
​1. Though our lives may take wrenching turns (such as Daniel’s exile), God knows these things and works​
​through them to achieve his purposes.​

​2. We must learn flexibility to live in the culture we are placed in, without being unfaithful to the​
​Kingdom of God to which we pledge allegiance – the fine art of compromise without capitulation.​

​3. Daniel seeks compromise with gentleness, not confrontation. He suggests a limited‐time experiment.​
​Finding compromise involves discerning the interests of each party (in this case, the health of the young​
​men, and faithfulness to their religion), and then finding a way to meet the needs of all, so far as that is​
​possible.   True education and wisdom, when aided by God, doesn’t restrict us, but can cause us to have​
​more wisdom and breadth than our peers.​
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​DAY 3 - JANUARY 10, 2026​
​Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and Daniel’s Interpretation (Daniel 2)​

​• “Magicians” describes some variety of occultist in both Egypt and Babylon.​
​• “Enchanters” (NIV, NRSV, ESV), “astrologers” (KJV) is some variety of occultist.​
​• “Sorcerers,” those who “use witchcraft, practice sorcery.”​
​• “Astrologers” (NIV), Chaldeans (NRSV, ESV, KJV) either “Chaldean” by race, or as   “learned,” of​
​the class of Magi.​

​Most of these specialties would have been banned if this had taken place in Israel (Deut. 18:10‐12)​
​The Babylonians believed that what the gods planned in heaven was knowable by direct observation on​
​earth by a specialist known as the bārû or “observer.” To make a determination, the baru might resort to a​
​variety of means: (1) sheep lungs and livers, (2) abnormal births, (3) astrology, and (4) dreams. The​
​Babylonians kept extensive dream books that would help with interpretations (Isaiah 47:13‐14).​

​Q1. (Daniel 2:17‐18)​​Why does Daniel ask his friends​​to “plead for mercy”? According to Scripture, is​
​intercessory prayer important? Is it effective? How can we implement intercessory prayer in our churches?​

​Q2. (Daniel 2:27‐28)​​How does Daniel show humility​​in this situation? How does he use this situation as an​
​opportunity to witness before the king to his faith in God? According to 1 Peter 5:5‐6, should we try to​
​exalt ourselves? If we do so, what will happen?​

​The identity of the various kingdoms or empires in chapters 2 and 7 is controversial, but this is likely:​

​Chapter 2​ ​Chapter 7​ ​Chapter 8​ ​Interpretation​

​Gold​ ​Lion​ ​Babylon (2:38)​

​Silver​ ​Bear​ ​Ram​ ​Medo‐Persia (8:20)​

​Bronze​ ​Leopard​ ​He‐goat​ ​Greece (8:21)​

​Iron/Clay​ ​Indescribable Beast​ ​(Rome)​

​Supernatural Stone​ ​Heavenly Court​ ​God’s Kingdom​

​The coming Kingdom of God will be:​
​1. Temporal. The Kingdom of God will be set up or established in history (Mark 1:15)​
​2. Divine. God will set it up, not man.​
​3. Eternal. This kingdom will never be destroyed, but will endure forever.​
​4. Consuming. It will eventually crush all other kingdoms and bring them to an end.​
​See also Daniel 4:40, 44; 7:14; Luke 1:32‐33; 1 Corinthians 15:24‐25; Psalm 2:7‐9; Matthew 21:42‐44;​
​Isaiah 8:14; Revelation 11:15; 12:10a.​

​Q3. (Daniel 2:44)​​What does verse 44 teach us about​​the kingdom that the God of heaven will set up?​
​What kingdom is this? When does this kingdom come? How is this related to Mark 1:15? When will it​
​destroy all other kingdoms?​
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​Lessons for Disciples:​
​1. Revealing. God can reveal to his servants through the Holy Spirit things that are otherwise unknown (1​
​Corinthians 2:9‐16; 12:4‐10​
​2. Asking for intercessory prayer is shown in 2:18. See Romans 15:30; 2 Corinthians 1:11; Ephesians 6:19; 1​
​Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1; Colossians 2:1; 4:12​
​3. Seeking God under pressure. Daniel asks for prayer, and then seeks God.​
​4. Thanking. Daniel offers up a psalm of thanks to God for revealing  (2:20‐23).​
​5. Humbly witnessing. Daniel points to God’s power (2:28).​
​6. Exalting the humble. Nebuchadnezzar promotes Daniel to a high position. 1 Peter 5:5b; James 4:6.​
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​DAY 4 - JANUARY 11, 2026​
​The Fiery Furnace and the Lions’ Den (Daniel 3 and 6)​

​Because the themes are so similar, we’re combined The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3) with Daniel in the Lions’​
​Den (Daniel 6), even though they are separated in time by many decades and aren’t found together in the​
​Scripture text.​

​The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3)​
​Nebuchadnezzar  was a great builder during his reign. 15 million baked bricks were used in the​
​construction of official buildings. Sun‐dried bricks were easy to make, but would disintegrate in a heavy​
​rainfall, while bricks burned in a kiln were virtually indestructible. Such kilns  would be quite adequate to​
​enclose several men.​

​Q1. (Daniel 3:8‐15)​​Why do the Jews’ fellow government officials report them to Nebuchadnezzar? Why is​
​the king so angry? What is his motivation to have people bow to the statue?​

​Q2. (Daniel 3:16‐18)​​How do the Jews answer Nebuchadnezzar? What is their attitude? How do they​
​witness about their God? Do they face death with resignation or defiance? Characterize their faith.​

​Q3. (Daniel 3:19‐27)​​What effect does their deliverance have on their government official colleagues?​
​What effect does it have on the king? What kind of glory does God receive?​

​Q4. (Daniel 3:28‐30)​​How does Nebuchadnezzar sum up their faith and commitment? Are you willing to​
​disobey a command or law to be faithful to God? Are you willing to lay down your life to be faithful to​
​God? What might hold you back?​

​Lessons for Disciples:​
​From the Fiery Furnace Account​

​1. Disciples can’t avoid persecution. If God blesses us, others may be jealous. If we stand for what is right,​
​some will resent it. We can’t change how others feel about us. If we try to avoid persecution by compro‐​
​mise and flattery, we may be displeasing to God.​

​2. When faced with an ultimatum, we need to answer clearly and boldly, not like a politician. Shadrach,​
​Meshach, and Abednego answered forthrightly. So did Jesus before the high priest (Matthew 26:63‐64) and​
​before Pilate (John 18:33‐38; 19:11). So did Stephen before he was martyred (Acts 7:51‐56).​

​3. Our faith should be in both God’s power and God’s will. We don’t serve him just because he will deliver​
​us. He is able to deliver, but his purposes are often beyond our understanding. We just trust him.​

​4. God’s angels are constantly around us. Only occasionally are they seen.​

​5. We need to be willing to lay down our lives rather than betray our God. That’s what Jesus meant when​
​he said, “Take up your cross and follow me.”​
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​B. Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6) Since the locus of the action seems to be in Babylon, not one of the​
​capital cities of the Persian Empire (Susa, Ecbatana, Persepolis, etc.), Darius is probably a throne‐name​
​for the king or governor of the province of Babylon.​

​As a government official – and as an employee, Daniel is:​
​1. Trustworthy. He tells the truth and can be counted on to be faithful to his responsibilities.​
​2. Diligent. He keeps up with all his duties and doesn’t let anything slip. He’s not lazy.​
​3. Honest. He doesn’t take money or bribes from those trying to break the rules or be preferred over​
​others.​

​Q5. (Daniel 6:4)​​What do we learn about Daniel’s character qualities as a government official from verse​
​4? How do such qualities reflect on Daniel’s God? Does your employer or supervisor see those qualities in​
​you?​

​Daniel is:​
​1. Praying privately. Daniel went to his own house.​
​2. Praying toward Jerusalem. (1 Kings 8:30).​
​3. Praying regularly, three times a day (Psalm 55:17).​
​4. Praying while kneeling, humbling himself before God (1 Kings 8:38).​
​5. Praying with bowed head. “Prayed” is ṣelâ, a generic Aramaic verb “to pray,” originally, “bow in​
​prayer.”​
​6. Praying, giving thanks, praising.​
​7. Praying and petitioning God.​
​8. Praying seeking God’s mercy.​

​Q6. (Daniel 6:10‐11)​​How would you characterize Daniel’s prayer practices? Which of these have you​
​adopted? Which might help your prayers if you adopted them? Execution by being thrown to the animals​
​was not a common form of capital punishment in the ancient Near East. It wasn’t made popular until it​
​was introduced in the Roman Empire about the second century BC. However, the den of lions into which​
​Daniel was thrown was perhaps part of a royal zoo. See Heb 11:33.​

​Q7. (Daniel 6:21‐23)​​How does Daniel use his experience in the lions’ den to testify about God? What​
​might have happened if, in his response to the king, Daniel had focused on the injustice done to him?​
​What experience in your life might you use as a testimony of God’s mercy to you?​

​Lessons for Disciples:​
​From the Lions’ Den Account​

​1. Daniel sets a standard for disciples' character as a government official – trustworthy, diligent, and​
​honest – not corrupt (6:4).​
​2. Daniel sets an example for disciples by praying three times a day. He prays privately, facing Jerusa‐​
​lem, regularly, kneeling, with bowed head, giving praise, petitioning God, and seeking mercy (6:10‐ 11).​
​3. God is able to send angels to protect his servants – like the angel that shut the mouths of the lions​
​(6:21).​
​4. Daniel gives us an example of testifying to the king about God’s deliverance.​
​5. The result of Daniel’s example is Darius coming to believe in God – even if he doesn’t become a​
​monotheist. The king also ends up promoting Daniel’s God to the nation. God can work amazingly as we​
​testify concerning him.​
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​DAY 5 - JANUARY 12, 2026​
​Humbling the Proud (Daniel 4-5)​

​We are combining two stories, since they both deal with arrogance and humbling.​

​A.​ ​Nebuchadnezzar’s Mental Illness (Daniel 4)​

​Q1. (Daniel 4:10‐20​​) Is Daniel actually afraid to interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream? Why? Why are we​
​afraid to say the hard things that must be said to help our brothers and sisters? What can we do about it?​

​Q2. (Daniel 4:23‐26)​​What does it mean to “acknowledge that Heaven rules”? In what ways is this hard​
​for a king? In what ways is this hard for us? How do we sometimes deny by our actions that God is in​
​charge of all?​

​Since our God is a merciful God, his decrees are sometimes conditional upon our response (for example, 1​
​Kings 21:29; Joel 2:14; Zephaniah 2:2‐3).​

​Q3. (Daniel 4:27)​ ​What must Nebuchadnezzar do to demonstrate that he renounces and repents of his​
​sins? What must you do to demonstrate that you repent of your sins? For us, what does it mean to be kind​
​to the poor? That was certainly within Nebuchadnezzar’s ability to accomplish. Is it within your ability? In​
​what way can God’s decrees be conditional?​

​The Dream’s Fulfillment (4:28-33; 5:18-21)​

​Combining 4:28‐33 with 5:18‐21, we get a picture of Nebuchadnezzar’s pride.​
​• Pride in his achievements – the self‐made man complex (4:30).​
​• Pride in his terrible power, that everyone feared him, and didn’t dare to challenge him (5:19a).​
​• Pride in his absolute authority to condemn, execute, promote, and humble at his own whim​
​(5:19b).​
​• Pride that hardens his heart (5:20a). Pride distorts our perception of reality. See Deuteronomy​
​8:17‐18; 1 John 2:16.​

​Q4. (Daniel 4:30; 5:18‐21)​​How does pride show itself in Nebuchadnezzar’s life? In what ways does it​
​show up in your life? Pride is tricky. How can pride mask itself with humility?​
​Nebuchadnezzar learns about God that He is:​
​1. God is eternal (4:34a).​
​2. God’s kingdom never ends (4:34b)​
​3. God cannot be compared with human beings (4:35a).​
​4. God is sovereign (5:19; 4:35b).​
​5. God is the “King of heaven” (4:37), not just a god among gods, he is the God of gods.​
​6. God is accountable to none (4:35c; Job 40:2‐5)​

​Q5. (Daniel 4:34‐35)​​What does Nebuchadnezzar’s confession tell us about God? Have you ever given a​
​public testimony of what you have learned about God through your trials? What might your testimony​
​sound like?​
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​B. The Handwriting on the Wall (Daniel 5)​
​If the incident of Nebuchadnezzar’s mental illness took place half‐way through his reign, then we must​
​move forward 45 to 50 years until the close of the reign of Nabonidus (556‐539 BC), last king of the​
​Neo‐Babylonian empire. Since Nabonidus was away from the capital for much of his reign, from about 553​
​to 539 BC his son Belshazzar reigned in Babylon as co‐regent, acting as supreme king, except perhaps in a​
​few areas. By this time, Daniel is an old man, perhaps 80 years old. In 539 BC, Cyrus the Great invaded​
​Babylonia.​

​In June, the city of Opis (Baghdad) fell, and within days Sippar surrendered. King Nabonidus fled to​
​Babylon and went into hiding. Medo‐Persian troops were moving toward the capital at Babylon. Yet​
​Belshazzar, who is charged with the defense of Babylon, is throwing a party for a thousand of his friends in​
​his palace.​

​Q6. (Daniel 5:22‐24)​​In the New Testament, Jesus doesn’t present God as legalistic, but as holy –​
​“hallowed be thy name.” We are to be God‐fearers. How do Christians commonly act irreverently in ways​
​that would offend God? How have you changed your ways to conform to God’s holiness?​

​Lessons for Disciples:​
​We can learn a number of lessons from Daniel 4 and 5.​
​1. We must live our lives with the constant knowledge that God rules, not we (4:23‐26).​
​2. Repentance for sin needs to be demonstrable, not with just our lips (4:27).​
​3. Disciples are to be kind to the poor (4:27).​
​4. Pride in our achievements can easily blind us to God’s enabling power (4:30; Deuteronomy 8:17‐18; 1​
​John 2:16).​
​5. Pride can harden our heart towards God and others, and distort our perception of reality (5:20a).​
​6. From Nebuchadnezzar’s confession we learn that God is eternal (4:34a), his kingdom never ends​
​(4:34b). He is incomparable (4:35a), sovereign (4:35b), the King of Heaven (4:37), and accountable to​
​none (4:35c).​
​7. We must be careful not to be irreverent in our speech and our actions, and how we act towards those​
​things we have dedicated to God (5:22‐24).​
​8. God’s judgment may be delayed with time for repentance (4:29), or it may fall immediately without​
​further warning (5:30). We are wise to repent quickly.​
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​DAY 6 - JANUARY 13, 2026​
​Four Beasts and the Son of Man (Daniel 7)​
​Many believe that Daniel 7 is the most important chapter in the Book of Daniel. It prophesies the direction​
​of four major empires, culminating in the coming of Christ and the inauguration of the Kingdom of God.​
​First, we’ll consider the heavenly courtroom scene, then the four beasts and the kingdoms they represent.​

​The Ancient of Days​
​The expression “Ancient of Days“ (7:9, 13, 22) draws upon the ideas of advanced age, white hair to​
​represent the wisdom of age, as well as the purity and holiness represented by the white garments​
​(Matthew 17:2; 1 Timothy 6:16). The Ancient of Days, of course, is the Eternal God, Yahweh, the Most​
​High God, whom Jesus called “Father” (Psalm 90:2; 97:3; Revelation 20:12).​

​The presidents and prime ministers and princes of world empires may think that they are accountable to​
​no one, but in Daniel 7 we glimpse the awesome judgment of these seemingly invincible powers. By​
​judgment of this heavenly court, the “little horn” of 7:11‐12) is judged. See (Revelation 13:5; 19:20).​

​Q1. (Daniel 7:1‐2)​​What is the relationship of the Ancient of Days (God) to the various beastly nations​
​that rage against each other and against him and his people? What happens to these beast‐nations? Why is​
​it sometimes so difficult to believe that God is in charge of the world we live in?​

​One Like a Son of Man (7:13-14)​
​In the Old Testament, the term “son of man” is a Hebraic way of saying “human being” (e.g., Ezekiel 2:1;​
​Psalm 8:4; Daniel 8:17). However, Jesus uses it as the title of “the Son of Man,” rather than Messiah or Son​
​of God. Why?​

​1. Accurate. Son of Man, drawn directly from the imagery of Daniel 7:13‐14 is an accurate description of​
​who he really was and is.​
​2. Ambiguous. “Son of Man” is ambiguous enough that his enemies aren’t able to seize on the title as​
​blasphemy. Son of Man wasn’t laden with religious or political baggage. If, on the other hand, he had​
​openly called himself Messiah or Son of God, his ministry would have been cut short by his enemies.​

​The heavenly son of man in Daniel 7:13‐14:​
​1. Comes with the clouds of heaven (7:13b). This is prerogative of God alone (Psalm 68:4; 104:3b; Isaiah​
​19:1a; Matthew 24:30b; Mark 13:26; cf. Luke 21:27; Matthew 26:64; Mark 14:62; Revelation 1:7a; 14:14a).​
​2. Approaches the Ancient of Days (7:13c; Isaiah 6:1‐3).​
​3. He is given authority, glory, and sovereign power (7:14a; Matthew 28:18b‐19a; John 20:21).​
​4. All Peoples Worshiped Him (7:14b). Only a deity is worthy of this kind of worship.​
​5. Is given an everlasting, indestructible kingdom (7:14c).​

​This is the kingdom spoken of in Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (2:44).​

​Thus Jesus’ title as “Son of Man” is a title of divinity, glory, and might! Jesus spoke of the Son of Man as:​
​1. Coming from heaven (John 3:12‐13; 6:62).​
​2. Judge of all (John 5:27).​
​3. To be glorified (John 12:23; 13:31‐32).​
​4. To be lifted up, both in glory and as the object of faith on the cross, which is his ultimate glory (John​
​3:14‐ 15; 8:28).​
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​5. An atoning sacrifice for sin (Mark 10:45; Isaiah 53).​
​6. To return in glory (Matthew 16:27; 24:30b; 25:31; Phil 2:10‐11).​

​Q2. (Daniel 7:13‐14)​​How do these verses describe “one like a son of man”? What makes us think he is a​
​divine figure? What authority and glory does he receive? Why do you think Jesus called himself “the Son of​
​Man”?​

​A Summary of the Vision (7:15-18)​
​With some clues given in Daniel 8.20‐21, it is possible to identify the empires as follows:​
​1. Lion with wings of an eagle (7:4) = Neo‐Babylon Empire.​
​2. Bear with three ribs in its mouth (7:5) = Medo‐Persian Empire.​
​3. Leopard with Wings of a Bird (7:6) = Greek Empires.​
​4. The Beast with Iron Teeth, Bronze Claws, and Ten Horns = Roman Empire (7:4‐8).​

​The term “little horn” refers to the size of the horn at the beginning. But later it grew in power. There are​
​two popular views of who the “little horn” (7:8) and the “more imposing” horn (7:20) represent.​

​1. Antiochus Epiphanes, a Greek king who oppressed the Jewish People in 168‐165 BC (held by those who​
​see the four kingdoms as: Babylon, Media, Persia, and Greece).​

​2. The Antichrist. If the fourth kingdom is Rome, theN ten horns are ten kings or kingdoms that arise from​
​Rome. Roman domination will be followed by the Antichrist. When we get to 11:36‐39, we’ll speak more​
​of “another king” (7:24b) whom I understand as the Antichrist. This lesson is already long, so we’ll wait​
​until Lesson 9 to discuss the Antichrist. However, observe what we learn about the Antichrist figure here.​
​He will:​
​1. Subdue three kings (7:24b).​
​2. Speak against the Most High (7:25a).​
​3. Try to change the set times and the laws (7:25b).​
​4. The saints will be under his domination for “time, times, and half a time” (7:25c).​

​There is a sense in which this can be seen as partially fulfilled under Antiochus Epiphanes, but as we’ll see​
​in Lesson 9, this Antichrist figure is larger than any human, and speaks of events long after Antioch​
​Epiphanes was dead and buried.​

​Q3. (Daniel 7:18, 22, 27)​​Three times the angel assures Daniel that “the saints of the Most High” will​
​ultimately receive the kingdom and possess it forever (Daniel 7:18, 22, and 27). In what circumstances is​
​this truth most precious to God’s people? Though there may have been partial fulfillments, when do you​
​expect the ultimate fulfillment?​

​Lessons for Disciples:​
​It is very easy to feel overwhelmed at this point, by the visions and prophecies. So it’s important for us to​
​look at the big picture and draw some lessons from Daniel 7 for modern‐day disciples.​
​1. God will judge the nations (Psalm 2; 82:8; 96:10; 110:6; Isaiah 2:4; Joel 3:12; Acts 17:31; Rev. 19:11;​
​etc.).​
​2. The kingdom of God will triumph in the End (Daniel 7:17‐18, 25b‐26)​
​3. Jesus is the Son of Man to whom all power is given (7:13‐14).​
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​DAY 7 - JANUARY 14, 2026​
​A Vision and a Mighty Prayer (Daniel 8:1-9:19)​

​We’re combining into a single lesson both Daniel’s vision of a ram and a goat in chapter 8 with Daniel’s​
​great prayer of intercession in 9:1‐19.​

​A. Daniel’s Dream of a Ram and Goat (Daniel 8)​
​Though Daniel is physically in the city of Babylon, in the vision he is in the ancient fortress city of Susa. It​
​was one of the royal cities of the Medes and Persians that had been the home of both Esther and​
​Nehemiah in their exile.​

​“The two‐horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia.“ (8:20)​

​“The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is the first king.” (8:21)​

​Alexander the Great conquered the Persian Empire in 330 BC, and died a few years later at the age of 32.​
​His kingdom was split into four parts (“four prominent horns”), each led by one of Alexander’s generals.​

​1. Ptolemaic Dynasty (Egypt, 323‐30 BC), begun by Ptolemy I Soter.​
​2. Seleucid Dynasty (Palestine, Mesopotamia and Central Asia, 312‐63 BC), begun by Seleucus I Nicator.​
​Antiochus IV Epiphanes was king of the Seleucid Empire 175‐163 BC.​
​3. Attalid Dynasty ruled Pergamon in Asia Minor (281‐133 BC). Thrace, Asia Minor, and Macedon were​
​originally ruled by Lysimachus (306‐281 BC), one of Alexander’s generals.​
​4. Antigonid Dynasty (Macedonia, 306‐168 BC) was founded by Antigonus I Monophthalmus (the “one‐​
​eyed”), who also ruled over part of Asia Minor, and northern Syria for a time.​

​The “small horn” is Antiochus Epiphanes. The “Beautiful/Glorious/Pleasant Land,” of course, is the​
​Promised Land.​
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​When a rumor spread that Antiochus had been killed in Egypt, a deposed high priest, Jason, made a​
​surprise attack on Jerusalem with 1,000 soldiers and took the city. When Antiochus heard of this revolt, he​
​returned enraged to Jerusalem in 167 BC, took back the city, restored Menelaus as high priest, and​
​massacred tens of thousands of Jews (2 Maccabees 5:12‐14)​

​Then he plundered the temple. Antiochus forcibly converted the temple into a temple to the Greek god​
​Zeus and erected an altar to Jupiter, and defiled the temple by offering a pig on the altar. Remaining Jews​
​were forced to eat of these sacrifices. Death was the penalty for Jews who circumcised their sons.​
​Antiochus destroyed any copies of the Scriptures that he could find.​

​Antiochus Epiphanes’s outrages brought about the Maccabean rebellion, which is described in an inspiring​
​account in 1 Maccabees 1‐3. The Maccabees were successful in their rebellion. Faithful priests cleansed​
​the temple and it was rededicated in 165 BC, commemorated by Jews to this day with the Feast of​
​Hanukkah (from a Hebrew word meaning “dedication”). Antiochus died suddenly of disease in 164 BC.​

​Antiochus Epiphanes set up a desolating sacrifice (8:13), mentioned also in 9:27b; 11:31; and 12:11;. Jesus​
​refers to the abomination of desolation as a future event (Matthew 24:15), probably seeing the fulfillment​
​by Antiochus as a foreshadowing of a later desolation that took place in 70 AD when the Romans destroyed​
​the temple and burned Jerusalem.​

​Lessons for Disciples:​
​From Daniel 8​

​1. God sees the end from the beginning, and is in charge of the affairs of men, even though we may not​
​see it at the time.​
​2. God sometimes reveals events to his prophets to encourage his people who may go through terrible​
​persecution, so that they might take courage that the persecution will not last forever. In this case, Daniel​
​is given the period of three and half years.​
​3. Visions can greatly telescope the time between events. Here, the time from the rise of the​
​Medo‐Persian empire under Cyrus the Great to its rapid end is a bit more than 200 years. From the rise of​
​Alexander the Great to the death of Antiochus Epiphanes is just under 200 years.​
​4. Seeing the future is not without cost. Daniel is overwhelmed and devastated by what he sees.​
​Sometimes we idly wish to know the future, but such a vision is costly.​

​B. Daniel’s Prayer of Intercession (9:1-19)​
​In 539 BC, Daniel realizes that Jeremiah’s prophecy of a 70 year exile about to be fulfilled (Jeremiah​
​25:11‐12).​

​Q1. (Daniel 9:1‐2)​​What encourages Daniel to seek God for the forgiveness and restoration of Israel to its​
​homeland? What practice on Daniel’s part leads him to pray? Several words describe Daniel’s prayer of​
​intercession. (1) pleading, (2) prayer, (3) petition, (4) abject humility, and confession.​

​Q2. (Daniel 9:3‐4a)​​What is Daniel’s demeanor as he prays? How does he prepare? Why is this so important​
​in this case? In what ways might you and I prepare for intercession?   Daniel confesses the nations sins as​
​his own (9:5). He identified with his people’s sins as did Jesus later (Isaiah 53:12; Galatians 3:13; 4:4‐5; 1​
​Peter 3:18a; Philippians 2:6‐8). See 2 Chronicles 7:14.​
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​Q3. (Daniel 9:5)​​Since Daniel is such a righteous man in his generation, why does he identify himself with​
​the sins of his people? He didn’t commit these sins. How does this compare to how Jesus sought​
​forgiveness for his people?​

​Daniel appeals to God on the basis of:​
​1. God’s precedent. God delivering Israel from Egypt provides a precedent for delivering them from​
​Babylon (verse 15a). Neither time were they delivered for their own righteousness (Deuteronomy 9:4‐5).​
​2. God’s glory. Just as God’s glory was known through the deliverance from Egypt, so the deliverance from​
​Babylon will bring him glory (verse 15b).​
​3. God’s righteousness. Deliverance of God’s people shows God’s righteousness as an act of mercy (verse​
​16a).​
​4. God’s personal identification with Jerusalem. God has identified himself with Jerusalem, the City of​
​God (“your city”) and the temple mount (“your holy hill”). While Israel’s sins have brought scorn to Jeru‐​
​Salem and Israel – and to God, by association – deliverance will erase that scorn (verse 16b).​
​5. Worship in God’s temple (“your desolate sanctuary”) will be filled with worshippers again. Notice that​
​Daniel points out that this is “for your sake” (verse 17).​
​6. God’s personal identification with Jerusalem (again). Daniel reminds God that the desolate city “bears​
​your Name” (verse 18a).​
​7. God’s mercy. Daniel’s appeal is not on the basis of Israel’s righteousness, which has been destroyed by​
​sin and rebellion. He appeals solely on the basis of God’s known character of mercy (verse 18b).​

​Q4. (Daniel 9:15‐19)​​What was Daniel’s essential prayer? What are the various grounds of Daniel’s appeal?​
​How did God answer the prayer (see Daniel 9:20‐23)?​

​Lessons for Disciples:​
​About Intercession​

​There are many lessons in this passage. Humility, repentance, asking for mercy, appealing to God’s own​
​interests, reputation, and glory. But the one that strikes me especially from this passage is that, as an​
​intercessor, I cannot just pray for another. When praying for my own nation, people, or church, I must​
​identify with their sins and confess them as mine. Taking on the sins of another as a mediator – that is the​
​role of an intercessor, and of Christ our Lord.​
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​DAY 8 - JANUARY 15, 2026​
​Daniel’s Vision of the Seventy Weeks (Daniel 9:20-27)​

​Verse 24 tells us that six purposes will be completed over this whole Seventy Sevens time period.​
​1. To finish transgression. The word suggests restricting or restraining sin.​
​2. To put an end to sin. One of the words points to sealing to designate that something is securely​
​closed (Matthew 1:21; 1 John 3:8).​
​3. To atone for wickedness, that is, to forgive (John 1:29; 1 John 2:2)​
​4. To bring in everlasting righteousness. Our righteousness does not depend on us, but on Jesus who​
​justifies us, that is, declares us righteous (Isaiah 53:11; Habakkuk 2:14; Isaiah 11:9b).​
​5. To seal up the vision and prophecy.​
​6. To anoint the most holy. This could refer to anointing the temple when it is rebuilt, but probably​
​points to the anointing of the Anointed One, Jesus the Messiah (Matthew 12:6).​

​Q1. (Daniel 9:24)​​In what ways can we find in Jesus the fulfillment of the six tasks found in verse 24?​
​Literal years (Lev 25:8) would be expected. However, no view of the literal numbers interpretations allows​
​you take the numbers at face value without further explanation. Symbolic numbers is another approach,​
​since 7 and 10 are used symbolically (Gen 10; Luke 10; Matt 18:20‐21; Rev 7:4; 14:1, 3).​

​The Anointed One​​could refer to a king, high priest, or Messiah (1 Samuel 2:10; 2 Samuel 22:51; Psalm​
​2:2; 18:50; Exodus 40:13; Leviticus 16:32; Isaiah 45:1). Some take the “anointed one” to be Onias III, the​
​last high priest of the line of Zadok. Those with a messianic interpretation take him to refer to Jesus of​
​Nazareth.​

​The beginning point,​​“issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem” could refer to Cyrus’s​
​decree in 538 BC or a decree by King Artaxerxes to Nehemiah and Ezra about 445 BC.​

​Counting the years​​is also controversial. The Maccabean/non‐messianic interpreters believe that Daniel​
​was confused about the years. Those with a messianic interpretation note that Jesus’ death probably took​
​place on Passover of 30 AD or of 33 AD. Some take the 483 years as so‐called “prophetic years” with only​
​360 days, not 365 day years as were used by the Jews with 445/444 BC as a starting point, pointing to​
​Jesus’ death in 32/33 AD. Other see 458 BC as a starting point, which takes you to the beginning Jesus’​
​ministry in 26 AD, with the stopping of sacrifices coinciding with Jesus’ death 3‐1/2 years later. Both of​
​these Messianic interpretations posit a “gap” or “parenthesis” to take up the space between Christ’s​
​death and Christ’s Second Coming.​

​The Final “Seven​​” (9:26‐27). Those with a Maccabean interpretation, see the following events as fulfilled​
​by Onias III and “the ruler who will come” as Antiochus Epiphanes. Those with a messianic interpretation​
​see the events fulfilled by Jesus Christ and a future Antichrist.​

​1. “The Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing (26a). “Cut off” means here, “to destroy by a​
​violent act of man or nature,” that is, be killed.​
​2. “The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary” (26b). Does this speak​
​of the destruction of Jerusalem in 168 BC, 70 AD, or by a future Antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2; 1 John 2:18;​
​4:3; Revelation 13.​
​3. “The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed”​
​(9:26c).See Matthew 24:6‐8; Revelation 16:14‐16; 19:11‐21; 20:7‐10.​
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​4. “He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven’” (9:27a). See 2 Thessalonians 2, Revelation​
​13:16‐17.​
​5. “In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering” (9:27b). According to​
​Revelation, the Antichrist, the “beast rising out of the sea,” will exercise authority and persecute God’s​
​people for 42 months (one half of seven years), demanding exclusive worship (Revelation 13:5‐8).​
​6. “And on a wing [of the temple]1 he will set up an abomination that causes desolation” (9:27c). Also​
​Daniel 11:31; 12:11. This was literally fulfilled by Antiochus Epiphanes in 168 BC (1 Maccabees 1:54), but​
​could refer to the fall of Jerusalem (Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14), or a future Antichrist (2 Thessalonians​
​2:4).​
​7. “The end that is decreed is poured out on him” (9:27d). See Revelation 19:20.​

​A Synopsis of the Major Interpretations of the Seventy “Sevens”​

​1.​​Literal time periods with Antiochus Epiphanes as the end‐point.​​This Maccabean interpretation be‐​
​gins the 490 years at the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC, and the  termination as Antiochus’s persecution​
​(164/163 BC). But this is only 422 years, so these interpreters assume that Daniel was mistaken about​
​chronology and the coming of the kingdom. This view sometimes takes the “anointed one, the ruler” in​
​verse 25 as Cyrus II (or Zerubbabel or Joshua, Zechariah 4:14), and the “anointed one” in verse 26 to​
​refer to Onias III, the last legitimate high priest of the descendants of Zadok, deposed in 175 BC  and​
​murdered in 171 BC. However, its proponents generally interpret Daniel’s visions as historical narra‐tives​
​written after the fact as if they were predictive prophecy.​

​2.​​Symbolic time periods with the first century AD as the end‐point.​​A second view sees the time peri‐​
​ods as symbolic, not literal. Seven Sevens cover the period from the decree of Cyrus until the comple‐​
​tion of the work of Ezra and Nehemiah, approximately 440 to 400 BC. Sixty‐two Sevens from about 400​
​BC to the first advent of Christ. During this time the city is completely rebuilt, though in stressful times.​
​The final Seven encompasses Christ’s First Advent to sometime after Christ’s death, but before 70 AD.​

​3.​​Literal time periods with Christ’s Second Coming as the end‐point.​​Typically held by premillennialist​
​and dispensational interpreters, this view sees the 70 Sevens as literal time periods – years – with Christ’s​
​Coming as the end‐point. The seven Sevens extend from command to rebuild Je‐ rusalem (Ezra, 458 BC or​
​Nehemiah, 445 BC) to the completion of work, 49 years later. The sixty‐two Sevens (434 years) extend​
​either to Christ’s baptism (about 26 AD) or his presentation of himself as Messiah on Palm Sunday (32/33​
​AD). Key to this view is that you stop counting for “the time of the Gentiles.” That whole period is​
​skipped. The final Seven years begin at the end of present age, with terrible tribulation for Israel and​
​the world, during which the majority of Israel will be saved. The final Seven is terminated by Christ’s​
​coming and Kingdom, which will last 1,000 years. One obvious weak‐ ness of this view is that it uses​
​360‐day “prophetic years” rather than 365‐day years as did the Jews. Also it arbitrarily skips counting​
​years during the Church Age.​

​4.​​Symbolic time periods with Christ’s Second Coming as the end‐point.​​A fourth view believes that​
​the 70 Sevens are symbolic periods of time and are a prophecy of Old and New Testament church his‐ tory​
​from Cyrus’ decree (538 BC) until Christ’s return. The details may vary, but this view typically holds that​
​seven Sevens extend from Cyrus’ decree until the coming of Christ, about 550 years. The sixty‐two Sevens​
​extend from Christ’s coming to persecution of the church by Antichrist (at least 2,000 years).  The final​
​Seven seems to include the Great Tribulation and ends with Christ’s advent. Keil and Baldwin hold this​
​view. Baldwin sees the last Seven beginning with the first coming of Christ and ex‐ tending until his​
​Second Coming.​
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​Q2. (Daniel 9:24‐27)​​Why do you think people fight with each other over the interpretation of difficult​
​Bible passages? According to Romans 14:1‐5, what should be our attitude towards those who disagree​
​with us on the non‐essentials of the faith?​

​Q3. (Daniel 9:24‐27)​​Why do you think there are so many interpretations of Daniel’s vision of the​
​Seventy Sevens? What is your interpretation of the various key parts of the vision?​

​Lessons for Disciples:​
​This is a difficult passage. Nevertheless, it has several lessons for us disciples.​
​1. Prayer and fasting touch the heart of God. Verse 23 reminds us that God sent an answer to Daniel as​
​soon as he had begun to pray.​
​2. Humility. Over the many centuries, there have been a great many different interpretations of Daniel’s​
​vision. We ought to approach every interpretation with a bit of skepticism – and humility.   3. Jesus is the​
​fulfillment of God’s plan for mankind. Verse 24 can’t be fulfilled by man without God. But this is what​
​Jesus our Messiah came to do!​
​4. It’s going to get worse before it gets better. Verses 26 and 27 foresee war, destruction, desolation, and​
​persecution (also seen in Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 24 and the book of Revelation). But at the end, the​
​destroyer will be destroyed. We must prepare ourselves to endure over a considerable period of time.​
​5. God will deliver his people. Daniel’s vision has often been an encouragement to saints undergoing​
​persecution. He knows the pain of the persecution his people endure. And that persecution will not last​
​forever. The Redeemer will end it all with his Second Coming.​

​Q4.​​Why do you think Daniel’s visions and prophecies have been an encouragement to Christians​
​throughout the centuries when they are undergoing severe persecution?​
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​DAY 9 - JANUARY 16, 2026​
​The Kings of the North and South (Daniel 10:1-11:35)​

​Chapter 10 describes Daniel’s experience of receiving the vision – and some hints about spiritual warfare​
​in the heavenly places – while chapter 11 is a prophecy detailing wars and kings that span hundreds of​
​years, finally focusing on the cruel reign of Antiochus Epiphanes. Daniel 11 may seem tedious, yet you will​
​find a fascinating correlation in detail after detail of prophecy with history as it played out hundreds of​
​years after Daniel’s time. The  date of the vision (vs. 1) is the third year  of Cyrus II (“the Great,” 559‐530​
​BC) probably, the third year after his conquering of Babylon, about 536 BC.​

​Q1. (Daniel 10: 3, 7‐11, 15‐17)​​Daniel is old, but why does the vision affect him so greatly? What is the​
​physical effect on him? What is the mental and spiritual effect on him? Why is spiritual “work” so taxing​
​on us? Spiritual warfare (10:12‐13). See Ephesians 6:11‐12; 2:2). Michael the archangel fights against the​
​princes of Persia and Greece (10:21a;  Jude 9; Rev. 12:7). For more on this see C. Peter Wagner, Wrestling​
​with Dark Angels (edited   1990), Warfare Prayer (1992), Confronting the Powers (1996), and others.​

​Q2. (Daniel 10:12‐13)​​Why wasn’t the angel messenger able to bring his message in a timely manner?​
​Who resisted him? Who helped him? What does this teach us about prayer? About spiritual warfare?​
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​Q3. (Daniel 11)​​What is your general impression of Daniel’s vision after reading the prophetic words​
​matched by their historical fulfillment? What other Biblical prophecies can you think of that have been​
​fulfilled so precisely? What does this teach you about God?​

​Q4. (Daniel 11)​​What does this rehearsal of prophecy and history teach you about the world rulers and​
​geopolitics of our own time? How does the “big picture” inform us about the events of our day? Do you​
​believe that God knows and cares about the details of your country’s struggles and future? Are you praying​
​for your country’s leaders?​

​Lessons for Disciples:​

​1. The high cost of spiritual work (10:2‐3, 8, 15‐17; Ephesians 6:10).​
​2. Spiritual warfare (10:13, 20; 11:1; Psalm 90:12)​
​3. God can see the future far ahead. (1 Peter 5:7) 4. Refining power of persecution (11:35).​
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​DAY 10 - JANUARY 17, 2026​
​Antichrist, Resurrection, and the Last Days (Daniel 11:36-12:13)​

​The figure described in Daniel 11:36‐39 goes substantially beyond Antiochus Epiphanes. Rather, he seems​
​to be the Antichrist described in the New Testament who will come in the Last Days. Antiochus Epiphanes​
​is certainly a type of the Antichrist who does God’s people great harm, but the true Antichrist (the​
​antitype) is much worse. See Daniel 7:25; Isaiah 14:13‐14; 2 Thessalonians 2:3‐4; Revelation 13:5‐6)​

​Battles in the last days (Daniel 11:40‐45). See Revelation 16:14, 16; 19:19‐20a; 20:7‐9.​

​Q1. (Daniel 11:36‐45)​​What do we learn about the character of this Antichrist figure? What seems to be​
​his prime motivations? What does he have to do with the land of Israel? Spiritual warfare (12:1). See also​
​Revelation 12:7‐10.   Time of Distress (12:1) probably corresponds to the “Great Tribulation” (Matthew​
​24:21‐22; Mark 13:19‐20; Revelation 7:14)​

​Q2. (Daniel 12:1)​​What will happen during the great distress of God’s people? In what ways does this time​
​seem to conform to the “great tribulation” spoken of in the New Testament?​

​Resurrection​

​Daniel 12:2‐3 is the clearest reference to resurrection in the Old Testament. Many in the Old Testament​
​didn’t understand life after death (cf. Psalm 6:4). But some did (1 Samuel 2:6; Job 19:25‐27; Isaiah 26:19;​
​Psalm 16:10; Ezekiel 37:1‐14; Hosea 6:1‐2.​

​However, Daniel has by far the clearest vision of resurrection in the Old Testament.​
​“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake:   some to everlasting life,   others to​
​shame and everlasting contempt.” (Daniel 12:2)​

​The Pharisees dogmatically affirmed resurrection in opposition to the Sadducees, who emphatically denied​
​that there was a resurrection to come. Jesus publicly took the Pharisees’ position (Matthew 22:23‐34;​
​Luke 14:14; John 5:28‐29; 6:39‐40).  Also Acts 24:15; 1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians 4:13‐18; etc.​

​Q3. (Daniel 12:2)​​What do we learn about resurrection? How does this compare with New Testament​
​teaching? What is the future of the righteous who are raised? Why do you think the unjust will be raised​
​also?​

​Q4. (Daniel 12:3)​​What is the end of those who are wise and influential for God? What is their reward?​
​How does God use your influence currently to advance his Kingdom? What would need to change so that​
​you might have a greater influence for Christ? The power of the holy people is finally broken (12:5‐7).​
​Difficult to understand. Time, times and half a time = 3‐1/2. Time of intense persecution. Also 7:25; 8:14;​
​12:11‐12). See Revelation 11:2‐3, 9; 12:6, 14; 13:5. Perhaps this is seen in symbols in Revelation 11:8‐12.​

​Q5. (Daniel 12:5‐7)​​. How long will intense persecution last during the final tribulation? What will happen​
​to God’s people during this? Why do you think this difficult time is revealed to us people who don’t like​
​bad news?​
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​Q6. (Daniel 12:10)​​In what way will intense persecution in the End Times lead to many being “purified,​
​made spotless, and refined”? In what ways is the Church in our day in such need of this? How do you think​
​we can prepare ourselves for this time?​

​Lessons for Disciples:​

​This passage gives us several pieces of information about the future that can guide our values and​
​decisions today.​
​1. The Antichrist figure will blaspheme, exalt himself above God, and will give himself to war and the​
​acquisition of wealth. He will invade many countries, including Israel, but will finally come to his end​
​(11:36‐45).​
​2. In their time of great distress, God will finally deliver his people (12:1)​
​3. There will be a final resurrection to eternal life and to eternal condemnation (12:2).​
​4. The wise and influential in God’s work will shine brightly, that is, be rewarded. We must always be​
​aware of how we are influencing others (12:3).​
​5. Persecution in the great tribulation will be limited (“time, times, and half a time”). It will seem like​
​the power of God’s people will have been completely broken before Christ intervenes (12:5‐7, 11‐12).​
​6. The persecution in the End Times will result in the saints being “purified, made spotless, and refined”​
​(12:10). Persecution, instead of working evil only, may be what the Church needs, so that Christ may​
​“present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and​
​blameless” (Ephesians 5:27)​
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